
 

 1 

Message from Mr. Cruz, Superintendent 

PATRIOT PRESS 

WC Newsletter April 2020-21 

Superintendent/Principal Message 

Staff/Student/parents: 

 

Dear parents, teachers, and staff, we are in the middle of the third trimester as we are getting closer to the 
last part of this unusual year.  Washington Colony continues to follow both the California and the Fresno 
County Departments of Public Health return to school guidelines.  Throughout the school day, the health 
and safety of students, teachers, and staff continue to be the highest priority within the current reopening 
plan consistent with safety protocols and social distancing guidelines.  Therefore, until the end of the school 
year, Washington Colony will continue with the current instructional schedules with the In-person Cohorts 
A/B and the 5-day Distance Learning program as recommended by the CDPH/FCDPH.  The last day of 
school is on June 10, 2021.   

 

Let me inform you early this month on Thursday April 8, Washington Colony hosted a second “COVID-19 
Vaccine Clinic” for Teachers and Staff provided by the Fresno County Department of Public Health.   
Teacher and Staff were able to receive their 2nd vaccination as another layer of protection in addition to all 
health and safety protocols in place.  The Washington Colony Family continues to providing quality teach-
ing and resources to all students during the in-person and the 5-day Distance Learning.   

 

The Spring State Assessment season is here (April – May).  The Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium 
(SBAC) tests in ELA/MATH will be administered to students in grades 3rd to 8th. 

 

This month the California State Board of Education (SBE) took the first step to give districts the option of 
using the statewide assessments or district-selected assessments for the 2020-2021 school year for grades 
3rd – 8th.  Therefore, starting this Monday April 26, 2021 Washington Colony will administer the Statewide 
Assessment during the months of April and May.    Therefore, teachers continue to provide access to 
Online Learning programs, such as AR/MyOn Library, Accelerated Reader (AR), STAR MATH/ELA, 
Freckle MATH/ELA, Seesaw, online ELA/MATH/SCIENCE.  The SBAC practice test and operational 
functions of the SBAC test are also being reviewed and accessible for students grades 3rd – 8th.   

 

Parents, THANK YOU for your participation during the Spring LCAP Stakeholder Input Virtual Meetings.  
The LCAP survey is still available on the school website or you can return the hard survey copy provided to 
you during the work packet distribution days.   In addition, the Parent Institute for Quality Education 
(PIQE) Virtual Trainings are available every Wednesday through May 2021 starting from   6:00pm - 
7:15pm.  Please, get connected with the Virtual Zoom PIQE parent engagement sessions. 
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Message from Mr. Cruz, Superintendent 

PATRIOT PRESS 

 

Our WC Patriots will receive their Student of the month awards during the work packet distribution Mon-
days.    Teachers have selected the Student of the Month based on their excellent character traits and aca-
demic performance. Accelerated Reading (AR) prizes will also be available to students that met their Read-
ing Goal.  Congratulations WC Readers!!! 

Congratulations to our Middle School Students who participate at the Jr. Health Institute at Washington Un-
ion High School.   In the Health Institute pathway students are prepared for a career in the health industry 
and can earn college credit while in high school.  

Berenice Casas 5th Place and Hailey Smith 1st Place 

Students took an exam on health careers. Berenice Casas (WC) 5th place 

Exploring Medical Innovation – Hailey put together a presentation on a medical innovation.  Hailey and her 
team researched Palforzia, a treatment which lessens the severity of peanut allergies.  Palforzia team took 
1st place!!!!  Hailey and her team will now be able to participate in the virtual International HOSA confer-
ence in June 2021.   We are proud of our Washington Colony Patriots!!! 

Attendance Matter! Parents, continue to have your child attend school cohorts on time and for connecting 
on time to the virtual classroom. 

Thank you for entrusting us to support and educate our children. Be safe and Stay Healthy! 

“High quality learning experiences are what students deserve to build the future!” 

 

 

 

Best Regards, 

Jesus Cruz 

Superintendent/Principal 
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PATRIOT PRESS 

"Ms. Lopes Band Students performing during out-door music class" "WC Staff Getting Ready for our FCDPH COVID-19 Vaccination Day event"  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Big THANK YOU! to FCDPH Nurses in Action during the WC COVID-19 Vaccination Day"   "Our WC Bus Driver, Gilbert making sure our students are safe loading 
          the bus"      
       

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
   

"WC 5-Star Students following directions during morning temperature checks"   

        “WC Grab and Go, Work Packet Distribution in Action!!"  
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Classroom News 

 
Mrs. Obeid's  
 
 
It's April already!! Students in Rm 13 are doing their best!! I'm proud of 
their dedication. They're getting ready for the SBAC. We are reviewing 
the ELA and Math standards. Students are solving a lot of Math problems 
and learning fractions. They're reviewing different reading comprehen-
sion strategies. All of this is done using practice tests and whole-class in-
struction. Students are also reviewing test-taking strategies. Students 
are learning how to answer open-ended questions, multiple-choice ques-
tions, performance tasks, writing, and research questions. In one word, 
they are "champions" !!  Soooooooo Proud of you patriots!! "Where's 
there's a will, there's a way", that's what I always say!! 
 

PATRIOT PRESS 

Ms. Gonzalez and Ms. Hefley  
 
 
5th Grade 
Fifth grade keeps pressing on as the end of this school year gets closer. 
As we continue on in our last Trimester, students are being prepared with 
more content such as volume and mass in Math, ecosystems in Science, 
and strengthening our persuasive abilities in ELA/Writing. With state 
testing approaching, there will also be review and practice to better pre-
pare students in that aspect. It has definitely been a difficult year for all 
of us, but we will finish strong!  
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Classroom News 
 

Hello First Grade Parents! 

 

We can’t believe it’s already Spring!  These first graders will be second 
graders before we know it. 

The students are really progressing in their reading and writing.  Please 
encourage them to read, (they should be able to read at least 15 minutes 
on their own every night), please read to your child at least 15 minutes, 
and have them write as much as possible: grocery lists, to-do lists, letters 
to friends and family, journal writing; all of these are extra opportunities 
for writing practice. 

Please also provide opportunities for them to add and count on from any 
number, as well as counting backwards (for subtraction practice), espe-
cially using their fingers.  This kind of math and fine-motor-skills practice 
is crucial to their development right now.  We are working hard on group-
ing tens and ones and addition using tens.  Please constantly be asking 
“how many tens” and “how many ones” when discussing math. 

It was great to see you all at Parent-Teacher Conferences.  Your partner-
ship is not taken for granted and is absolutely necessary for the future 
success of your child. 

 

Thank you again! 

Mrs. Partlow and Mr. Schaffer 

 
 

PATRIOT PRESS 
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Classroom News, continued 

 

Thank you so much for coming to your child's conference.  I was so happy to share 
all the progress that they have made.  This  month we will be learning about the 
farm and plants. Your child will be planting and taking care of their own plant, watch-
ing it grow and making observations in a notebook about what is happening as it 
grows. We have finished all the letters and sounds so we will be going back and re-
viewing as well as practicing blending CVC words.  Please continue working with the 
kids on their sight words. It is a very big help!! 

 

Mrs. Smith TK & Kindergarten 

PATRIOT PRESS 

Dear parents and students, 
  
Our class has been putting in so much work these last few months! I am so proud of 
their hard work and dedication in the classroom and online! We are currently working 
on 3-digit subtraction with ungrouping. Please keep in mind that this is such an im-
portant concept to learn as the students prepare to go into third grade. You may see 
they might need more help during independent work, so please feel free to help 
them! 
 Being back in the classroom has opened new opportunities as our students can now 
interact and work with partners while socially distancing. The students have had a 
great time working together and reading with their partners! 
We are in full force as we continue to move into the last trimester of the school year. 
This is the time that we can reflect on the year and continue to challenge ourselves 
to learn new material in second grade. I look forward to what the remainder of the 
year has in store! 
  
Sincerely, Mrs. Garcia 
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Classroom News, continued 

 

Dear Kindergarten Families: 
 
As we approach the end of the year, it is exciting to see the progress that the stu-
dents have made so far! Progress reports were mailed home. Please continue to work 
on sight words and teen numbers. 
 
The students enjoyed doing their Easter, painting, and Earth day projects! Please re-
member to continue to water your child’s sunflower. 
 
It is hard to believe that we are so close to the end of the year! We have enjoyed 
working with your children.  
 
Thank you, 
 
Mrs. Davis and Mrs. Pulido 
 

 
 
 
 
 

PATRIOT PRESS 
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Classroom News, continued 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Lopes here with an update for  

Band/Music Class: 

 

Hello Students and Families!  

In this second week of April, we have some VERY exciting news. Washington 
Colony Music Department was chosen this year to receive the Any Given Child 
Arts Initiative SPARK Grant of $5,000! This grant will ignite the musical arts for 
all students at Washington Colony, providing many brand new instruments of 
all shapes and sizes that can be used by every grade level including but not lim-
ited to: a class set of ukuleles, research-based music curriculum materials, per-
cussion instruments like bongos, tubanos, cajons, cabasas, and much much 
more! In-person Middle School students will begin experiencing these instru-
ments as soon as possible, and elementary students will be using these instru-
ments in music class very soon when we return with in-person 
music class learning.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Next Page: 

PATRIOT PRESS 
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Please encourage your child to log on to band/music class at his/her designat-
ed time and day so they can participate in music making and learning! 
 

 

 

PATRIOT PRESS 

Please reach out to me with any ques-
tions you might have.  

 

Musically,  

Tess (Theresa) Lopes-Medina 

 

 Music Teacher | Washington Colony 
School District 

  

Google Voice #: (559) 202-3782 

P: (559) 233-0706 

E: theresalopes@washingtoncolony.org 

130 E Lincoln Ave,  

Fresno, CA 93706 

 

WA Colony Music Website 
www.washingtoncolony.org 

WA Colony 
 Music Website 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Happening now:  

In-person music learning 

for Middle School students!

__________________ 

Instagram 

@wacolonymusic 

_________________ 

Mrs. Lopes’ 

YouTube channel: 

Tess Lopes-Medina  

 

https://sites.google.com/mail.fresnostate.edu/medinamusic/home
http://www.washingtoncolony.org/
https://sites.google.com/mail.fresnostate.edu/medinamusic/home
https://sites.google.com/mail.fresnostate.edu/medinamusic/home


 

 10 

Poetry Competition Winners 
 
Hello Patriots! In the library, I had announced that there was a national poetry competition where winners 
would have their poems published in “Young American Poetry Digest”. This was the 26th year of the project 
where the goal is to share students’ talents with others and provide publishing opportunities for young po-
ets. All poems were judged by a panel of educators based on creativity, language, sensory/figurative imag-
es, structure, and poetic techniques. For a month, four students worked with me to create, edit, and submit 
their work and all four were selected to appear in the book! Congratulations to: 
 

Monica Ochoa (Obeid - 4th grade) 
Mariana Ochoa (Gray - 6th grade)  
Liliana Botello (Gray - 6th grade) 
Hailey Smith (Hudson - 7th grade) 

 

If you would like more information or order the book these lovely poems will appear in head over to 
youngpoets.org. Congratulations again to Monica, Mariana, Liliana, and Hailey! You can read their poems 
below! 

 

Monica Ochoa 
A Very Nice School 

I go to a very nice school 
When the sun comes up, I play and run 

And when it rains it looks beautiful 
When the water runs off 

 

Mariana Ochoa 
My School 

I go to a very particular school when it rains it gets wet like the others 

I go to a very predictable school if you study you learn like the others 

I go to a very sensational school where the teachers are very intelligent unlike others 

 

Liliana Botello 
The Stress of School 

School can be very cool 
But sometimes there is too much learning to do 

Therefore, too much learning can be very cruel 
 

Hailey Smith 
Coronavirus 

Coughs and sneezes are suddenly scary  
Our outlook on the world becomes wary  
Running and hiding in our homes  
Only with masks we see more than our humble abodes  
No one can visit  
And businesses are closed  
Virus put us in a global pandemic   
I see schools are closed   
Ready for this to be over and it might be soon  
Utterly helpless until we get the cure   
Suddenly skies are clearer we might make it out soon 

 

 

PATRIOT PRESS 
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Classroom News, continued 

Isaac Ruiz, Isaac is an outstanding stu-

dent who has integrity. He is always hon-

est and trustworthy. He always makes the 

right choices. He's always responsible and 

working hard. He's always doing the right 

thing because he knows it's the right thing 

to do. He's a very intelligent student who will always 

be very successful. Keep up the excellent work! Mrs. 

Obeid  

Maria Anaya Sandoval  has been select-

ed as our class representative for hones-

ty. Maria does an excellent job of com-

municating honestly throughout the day, 

both online and in person. It is not always 

easy, to be honest especially if that hon-

esty can affect you. However, Maria 

places honesty above the possibility of consequenc-

es (positive or not). Maria, thank you for being a truly 

awesome student! Ms. Hefley  

Nataly Velazquez, It has been such a 
pleasure to have Nataly in class! Nataly 
is always working so hard and putting in 
her best effort. She demonstrates hones-
ty in the classroom frequently by always 
being honest when she has completed or 
not completed her work. Not only is 
Nataly honest but she is always showing 

her dedication to learning. She puts in her best effort 
every day! I am excited to see what the remainder of 
the year has in store for Nataly!  Ms. Garcia  

Chevy Padilla is a very truthful student. 
Chevy can always be depended on, to 
tell the truth even if he might be in trou-
ble, he is very brave.  He has worked 
very hard to learn the rules and wait his 
turn. He is ready for first grade. Congrat-
ulations Chevy.  Mrs. Davis  

Tsubaki Enyart, Tsubaki is a wonderful student that 
is always on Zoom and following directions! She is a 
great, respectful listener and is always participating. 
The character trait for March is Honesty. I appreciate 
that Tsubaki is honest and asks for clarification when 
she does not understand something. It demonstrates 
that she really cares about her learning! Thank you 
for being a 5-Star Patriot, Tsubaki! Great job! Mrs. 
Pulido 

Arabella Diaz, Congratulations Arabella, 
you are the student of the month for 
March.  The character trait for March is 
honesty.  After knowing Arabella as a 
3rd grade, I can happily report that Ara-
bella is a very honest student.  She 
always tells me what she is thinking and 
when I ask her a question she answers 

with open honesty.  She is a hard worker and a very 
intelligent young lady.  I know I can trust her.  Thank 
you to the Diaz family for raising such a great stu-
dent.  Keep up the good work.  Mrs. Espinosa 

 

 

March students of the Month, Character trait: Honesty 

Taylor Larios, I can always count on Taylor to be 

honest with me no matter what.  She is a great stu-

dent.  She pays attention and follows along with 

what we are doing in class and online.  Congratula-

tions Taylor!  Mrs. Smith  

Eduardo Medrano embodies the 

honesty trait because he is trustworthy 

and sincere to all that know him. He is 

a person his classmates and myself 

can trust to follow through all his com-

mitments.  Mrs. Gonzalez 

Ava Cuiriz,  Mrs. Owens is so thankful 

for Ava’s honesty and responsibility this 

school year. She has also displayed 

excellent Zoom manners and polite-

ness. Ava is a five star student.  Mrs. 

Owens 

Makenzie Montes, For the month of 

Honesty, I choose Makenzie Montes. 

Makenzie is great at communicating 

honestly and doing what she knows is 

the right thing to do.  Mrs. Lopes  

                                                     
Yaretzi Lopez, Yaretzi is one of 
the most honest students I know. She 
tells the truth and does the right thing 
even when no is looking. Yaretzi is a 
perfect example of an honest five star 
student. Mrs. Partlow  

Juliana Rodriguez, Juliana, like so 
many students, has experienced diffi-
culty and frustration during distance 
learning.  However, what is remarkable 
about Juliana is her tenacity and her 
drive to communicate and advocate for 
herself.  When she meets obstacles, 
she always tries her best to be a good 

problem solver and then reaches out for help when 
she needs it.   Mrs. Martinez  

Michael Toste, Heath demonstrates 
honesty in the classroom. I can always 
trust him to follow through with his 
words and do his work. I can count on 
Heath to do the right thing. Great job!  
Mrs. Alvarez  

Angela Guillen, Angela is aware of all the school 
rules and works to follow them. She is friendly to all 
of the other students and to teachers. We are glad to 
have Angela in our class.  Mrs. Taylor  

Dayonna Mask Johnson, Dayonna has 
shown great improvement from the 
beginning of the school year and up to 
now.  She has been super consistent 
the last few months.  She is demonstrat-
ing active participation and taking some 
initiative.  Great job Dayonna!!! keep it 
going  Mr. De La Rosa  

Jacquelyn Nunez, One student I can 

always count on to tell the truth is Jacque-

lyn. She is trustworthy and I can count on 

her to be honest in any situation. She is a 

good role model for other students, and I 

am thankful to have her in my 

class.  Mrs.Mayhew  

Trey Morris is my Student of the Month 
because he has taken responsibility for his 
learning. Trey has been attending tutoring 
many times a week and has shown that he 
understands that he can take the initiative 
when it comes to obtaining help. He has 

done a great job this past month and has made pro-
gress in his understanding. I think Trey realizes that 
sports and academics have a lot in common when it 
comes to getting our what you put into it. Congratula-
tions Trey on being my student of the Month. Mr. 
Marquez  

Jonathan Almaraz, Jonathan is a very 

honest young man.  I can always count on 

him to tell the truth.  He is an outstanding 

Patriot!  Mrs. Pallas  

                                                                               

David Salcedo, "David is my student of the 

month, because he is a very honest and 

forthright young man. I can depend on him 

to do the right things, in and out of class."  

Mr. Showalter 

Anairis Botello shows a great deal of hon-

esty and is quick to present the truth in any 

situation. She accepts responsibility for her 

actions and is eager to show growth.  Ms. 

Gray 

Gabriel Mancia is Room 2’s Student of 
the Month for Honesty. This year, Gabriel 
has shown himself to be someone who 
knows how important it is to tell the truth 
and always work hard. He is always 
honest about his feelings, and knows 
how important it is to express himself 
respectfully and always do the right thing. 

Congratulations, Gabriel! Mr. Schaffer  

Noemy Flores, Noemy has done an 
outstanding job this year during Distance 
Learning.  I can always count on Noemy to 
get all of her assignments completed and 
has really shown to have an hon-
est character this year.  Mrs. Silva  

 

PATRIOT PRESS 


